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Is his ; not to mention, that his own life and
property are not safe, and his revenue with
difficulty collected, and liable to be carried
off by these wretches.

I can conceive it possible, that a wealthy
zemindar may entertain dacoits for a time,
to fight his battles, and to annoy his neigh-
bours, on the occurrence of boundary dis-
putes. I have known instances where this has
happened ; but I cannot suppose they are of-
ten the harbourers of dacoits, except on these
occasions. The higher zemindars are sel-
dom residents on the spot *, and when they
are, they are generally too indolent to at-
tend

* I have often been struck with the great similarity
between the condition of the 'peasants of Bengal and
those of Ireland, where intermediate agency is the ruin
of the country.

Miss EDGEWORTH, whose Tales are subservient to
much higher purposes than those of mere amusement, has*

in